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Thousands Camp Free To Benefit Kids With Cancer
BILLINGS, MT  (May 23, 2006) – Richard and Elizabeth Gonzalez of Corpus Christi, Texas, hadn’t been camping since their honeymoon 32 years ago. KOA’s third annual “Come Camp With Us” free day of camping on May 12 changed all of that.
“My wife and I really needed this short get away,” said Richard Gonzalez. “And even though we don’t have an RV, we wanted to take advantage of our new tent. If a person wants to ‘get back to nature’ by means of a camping trip - whether it's one day, one week or a lifetime - there could be no finer place and no better event.”
The Gonzalez’ free day at the nearby Corpus Christ/Lake Mathis KOA Campground was just one of nearly 14,000 free days of camping given away at 360 participating KOAs on May 12. 
The event was also an opportunity for KOA campground owners to collect donated funds for KOA Care Camps for children with cancer. More than $75,000 was raised to directly benefit the charity during the May 12-14 weekend.
Now in its third year, Kampgrounds of America’s annual Come Camp With Us Day is designed to give those who have never tried camping a chance to experience the great camping lifestyle; get those who already love to camp camping earlier; and raise funds for the 35 KOA Care Camps for children with cancer located throughout North America.
“Come Camp With Us Day is really a celebration of camping,” said KOA President & CEO Jim Rogers. “It encourages everyone to get out there, spend time with family and friends, help children with cancer and remember what they love about this great camping lifestyle.”

Kampgrounds of America, founded in Billings, Montana in 1962, is a system of 450 campground locations in the U.S., Canada and Japan.
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